In our society today if church is not enjoyable, or "fun", people, even the members of the church, will not attend. We use the word "fun" very generically these days, but in Ellen White's time 100 years ago the word "fun" was not a good word. It meant superficial, jovial, or even irreverent. Today however, the word "fun" means enjoyable. "I had fun at work today," or, "My class was so much fun today." Perhaps you can say your church service is fun, or enjoyable, but most people wouldn't say that. This is why Ellen White wrote, "Make the worship service both interesting and attractive. Our meetings should be made intensely interesting." 6 The word "interesting" refers to intellectual stimulation, and "attractive" means appealing to the senses. Church services should feed the mind of the worshippers, and engage as many of the senses as possible. Every teacher knows learning and recall increase when more of the senses are engaged.
Here are seven principles that have consistently turned otherwise irrelevant and unappealing churches into "intensely interesting" places where people connect with Jesus Christ in a life transforming way. I call them the magnificent seven.
Principle #1: The pastor preaches interesting and relevant, biblical sermons.
The Billy Graham School of Missions, Evangelism and Church Growth conducted a six-year study, in which they contacted over 2,000 churches from numerous denominations in a wide variety of geographical regions. They eventually contacted 353 formerly unchurched persons for in depth interviews who had become actively involved in church attendance. The findings of this amazing research were published in the book, Surprising Insights from the Unchurched.
Thirteen factors were identified as significant in leading the unchurched to become active in church attendance. Of those thirteen, the one factor identified by over 90% of those surveyed was preaching that teaches the Bible. "Now we are hearing from the formerly unchurched that preaching that truly teaches the Bible in its original context is a major factor in reaching the unchurched . . In her book, Losing Our Religion, author S.E. Cupp, a self-avowed atheist wrote her book to expose, as she said, "the mainstream media's overt hostility toward Christian America." 8 Cupp believes the Christian faith is under attack in America and she believes that threatens our American way of life. "Targeting faith is targeting Democracy, and that's something that should make every American deeply concerned for the future." 9 The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation tell us where all of this religious/cultural turmoil is leading. We have the light of the Bible, the truth, that America and the world is looking for. Pastors have the most interesting and compelling messages to give to a planet groping in the darkness.
Let us return to the Bible and preach it with all our heart. Principle #2: The pastor is caring and authentic. The second factor that over 90% of the formerly unchurched identified, as a significant impact on their decision to return to church was their personal interaction with the pastor. They didn't intend to say they had a friendship with the pastor, but that their interactions with the pastor left them feeling confident that the pastor was authentic and that he, or she, cared for them. Ellen White understood this critical relationship between the pastor and the members of the church. "The people will seldom rise higher than their pastor." 10 In more recent times, John Maxwell, well know pastor, author and motivational speaker is often heard to say, "Everything rises and falls on leadership." Just a couple of weeks ago I was standing in the fellowship dinner line of the church I pastor when I noticed a lady I had seen only a couple of times before. As I was selecting food for my plate I engaged her in some casual conversation. Later Wil%ley/Article Title/Page that week I got a phone call from her friend, a member of my congregation, who had invited her to church. "Pastor," she said, "thank you so much for talking with my friend at lunch last Sabbath. She told me no pastor had ever inquired about her well being in her whole life and it meant so much to her. She had decided our church is the place she wants to attend." It was a brief conversation, but in the Holy Spirit it meant all the difference to that lady. One Friday evening as I was considering the thoughts God had impressed on my heart to share the next morning in church I knelt to pray. Soon I was drawn into an intense period of prayer for the unchurched. This continued for some time, and finally I was released from the burden.
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The next day, as I was greeting people at the door after the service, I noticed a young lady in her early 30's sitting nervously in the back pew of the church waiting to visit with me. The young lady, Tracy, said she occasionally came to church to support her Christian husband. She admitted she normally didn't listen to the sermon but brought reading material instead. However, on this particular Sabbath she was compelled to listen to the sermon and could think of nothing but how much she needed God. When the sermon was over she and her husband left immediately. When they were only a few blocks from the church Tracy insisted her husband turn around and take her back. "I just have to talk to the pastor," she said.
As Tracy told me her story I could see she was very troubled and she was shaking. She said, "Look at me. What has happened to me? I've never felt like this before, and I don't know what to do." I shared the gospel story with Tracy emphasizing how much God loves her, and how Jesus died to take away her sins.
When I finished I invited Tracy to accept Jesus as her Savior. She readily agreed and we prayed right then. As soon as she said "Amen," a peace and joy settled over her entire being. From that day till now she has been a great blessing to our church. Prayer made the church service intensely interesting to Tracy that day.
Principle #6: Recreation brings us together in an enjoyable setting, which makes it much easier for us to become friends. Many years ago Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan, conducted a survey of thousands of former Seventhday Adventists to find out why they left the church. Of those surveyed 95% said it was not doctrine that caused them to leave the church but the absence of meaningful relationships with other members. Another study revealed that by the time a person has been a member of a church for 20 years they no longer have any friends outside of the church. They have plenty of unchurched acquaintances, but no friends. Thus the question becomes, how do we help our church members become friends with unchurched people in the community? The answer is recreation.
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If you were to take all of the social programs you normally enjoy in your church and hold them for the community instead you would find the interest of your church members and their unchurched friends increasing dramatically. In addition, spend enough money on these social events to make them very special, and then charge a small fee for those who attend. People don't mind paying a small price to attend something of value. In this way you will not exhaust the funds of your church and you'll be able to provide better quality programs. The members of your church will have interesting programs to invite their acquaintances to, and soon those acquaintances will become their friends.
Principle #7: Friendship will inevitably lead to spiritual conversations and decisions for Christ. As the pastors and members of churches mingle with the people of the community in an enjoyable setting they begin to trust one another and friendships are formed. Soon your friends will ask questions of you in regard to your faith in such a natural way that it will be easy for you to give them an answer because, after all, they are your friends. The next thing you know you are leading Relevant biblical sermons presented in an interesting manner by a caring and authentic pastor, together with a receptive church, in a beautiful setting, covered by prayer and supported by enjoyable activities with friends will definitely make any church intensely interesting and attractive.
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